RHODE ISLAND TAX COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION

Meeting of Thursday, January 17, 2008

The RITCA meeting was held at the Radisson-Airport, Providence, R.I.  Registration was at 8:30 a.m. with breakfast following.
David Dolce opened the meeting at 9:05 a.m. and welcomed everyone and thanked

John Ward for arranging the meeting place.

The minutes from the September 25, 2007 meeting were passed out.  A motion was made by John Ward to accept the minutes as printed, seconded, and so voted.

Dave opened with the objective of the group “to obtain a better understanding of the responsibilities and duties of collectors within the state through co-operation and mutual assistance.”
Dave then introduced the officers and committee chairs and spoke about membership.  He explained that the executive board had decided on three meetings per year.  Thanked Courtney from Opal Data for setting up the website where minutes, by-laws, etc. can be found.
Dave asked everyone to write topics for future meetings down on the paper provided on each table.
Treasurers Report- John Ward reported that the opening deposit was 100.00 and we received $2095.00 from dues and meeting fees.  The meeting deposit and supplies total 170.13 leaving a balance of 2024.87, less whatever the cost of the meeting would be.  To present we have forty two (42) members signed up and  forty seven (47) attended the meeting.  A motion was made to accept the Treasurers report as stated, seconded and so voted.
Communications – Received a communication from the Assessors group inviting us to join them for their May meeting.
Education Committee-  had no report.

Lesgislative Committee-    John also spoke about the article in the paper concerning bank foreclosures and that the bank did not have to pay until the property was sold.

There are bills in the House- bill #H7149 and Senate- bill #S2057 that we may want to testify on and require the banks to pay.  Someone mentioned that they did not think there was any statue implying that the banks did not have to pay.

Unfinished Business-there was nothing to report on.

New Business
Tax Sale Round Table
Dave Dolce introduced all the participants for the Tax Sale Round Table who included: Bridget Williams, John Ward & Donna Sullivan, Richard Cohn and Diane DeRuosi and himself.

1.  Bridget Williams addressed what is a Tax Sale-the Town’s legal way to collect on a tax lien.  You should have a sale at least every two years to be sure of not loosing the lien after three years if the property changes title ownership.

2.  John Ward and Donna Sullivan addressed Legislation and how it effects Tax Sales.  They passed out a handout of Tax Sale Laws-RIGL 44.  The question was asked who is the buyer,  the entity name used or the agent doing the bidding?
John expressed that the agent was just representing the entity.  Bridget interjected that you should have the entities fill out affidavits at the sale and they should be recorded for the property bought by that entity.  Some discussion followed.

3.  Tax Sale Process- Diane DeRuosi explained the survey results which sixteen (16) filled out and returned.  
Question #1 - “Do you have an annual Tax Sale?”- Sixteen (16) responded  and all have annual tax sale.
Question #2- “Do you do your own Tax Sale or do you use a contracted firm to assist?” – Eleven (11) use contracted firm, two (2) do themselves, and (3) use a combination.

Question #3- “What do you charge for each level?” – The fees went from $0 to $500.

Diane stated that her charges start with $50.00 for the first notice, $250.00 for second notice.  This gives the taxpayer incentive to pay knowing that these fees will be charged.   Some use the certified mailing fee of $5.64 or other various amounts.

Question #4- “Who does the deed preparation and who does the recording?” – 

Eleven (11) use the contracted firm, three (3) use the solicitors, two (2) do the deeds themselves.  Recording- Eleven (11) record the deeds themselves, three (3) use the contractors, and two (2) use solicitors.

Question #5- “What are the major problems or obstacles that you  encounter during the Tax Sale process?” – Some felt reporting to RI Housing, keeping updated on the RIGL, bidder control and certification, payment plans, returned mail, certified not claimed, property sold at previous tax sales-sell again?,property litigation-such as bankruptcy, property not on town map, and who does the ownership go into after the sale(some do legal title to tax sale buyer-some leave in present owner until right of redemption foreclosed. This really needs to be clarified.)
4.  Richard Cohn spoke as the buyer of Tax Sale Properties-  He passed out a handout “Tax Sales from the bidders perspective”. 

5.  Dave Dolce wrapped up with the “After effects of the Tax Sale process”.-

With stricter laws the process is  becoming more tedious as we go along.  Greater lead times and expertise are needed.

No other new business to speak of.

Dave thanked all the participants and thanked Glenn Andreoni and Bridget Williams for the info bags for each one in attendance.

Motion to adjourn at 10:55 a.m. Seconded and so voted.

Respectfully submitted,

Jane A. Steere

Secretary, RITCA

